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Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 
12 October 2015 at 7.30pm in Crowhurst Village Hall
Present:   Councillors, Mr A Stainsby (Chair), Ms S Plato, Mr M White, Mrs R Day, Mrs T Hoad. Mr B Basham. Mr K Robertson (Clerk),

County Cllr Kathryn Field, District Cllr Gary Curtis. 
9 Members of the Public.
No
Item

Action


1. Public Questions
1.1. Recreation Group – request from the Tennis Club that the goal post at the far end of the ground be removed after matches as player are causing damage to the tennis court nets. Referred to Cllr North and the recreation ground advisory group.
1.2. Parking at a School event on 7th Oct resulted in cars parked in the road which was a danger to pedestrians. Clerk to contact the school.
1.3. A question on item 7.1 planning. Deferred until that item was discussed.
1.4. Pipes in the drain ponds near the link road. Chairman confirmed he has been informed that these pipes were not connected and would be disposed of before the BHLR project ended.
2. Apologies – Mrs R North
3. Disclosure of Interests.
Cllr Plato declared an interest as member of the road to nowhere action group. Cllr White on item 11 Hedges, Cllr Hoad as a neighbour on item 7.1 Planning.
4. Representations from Councillors
4.1. County Councillor Kathryn Field
The cuts to the ESCC budget of £90 million over 3 years requires a 50% cut in spending on adult social care. The efficiency savings in administration have all  been made and now the impact is on front  line services. Some services are statutory and will continue but the level of services will decrease. ESCC are exploring facility cost savings from joining with Surrey and West Sussex to form a wider area with scale benefits
4.2. District Councillor Gary Curtis

County Grants scheme has launched for grants of £500 to £30,000 , some match funding needed. Planning for a Bridge or Roundabout at Watermill lane for the proposed new road is being considered.
5. Minutes of Last Meeting

The minutes of meetings on 14th Sept 28th Sept and 5th Oct the Financial Appendix were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman as an accurate record
6. Finance 
6.1. Receipts and Payments

The Receipts and the Payments for authorisation statements which were checked and accepted as correct. 
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Date

Income Invoiced/ Received since last PC meeting (14 Sept 2015)

Invoiced

Received

1

08-Sep

Stoolball Club Fees

£100.00

2

25-Sep

Precept 2nd Half Year

£13,261.00

3

01-Sep

Nationwide deposit Account Interest

£26.91

Total

£13,387.91
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Ref

Trans 

Ref

Payments - for Authorisation at this Meeting (12 Oct 2015 )                                  

Gross

VAT 

Reclaim

NET

100967

281

P Cochrane - Trim Grass Verge Ballards Hill Apr-Sept

£140.00

£0.00

£140.00

100967

282

P Cochrane - Trim Grass Millenium Garden

£140.00

£0.00

£140.00

100968

285

K. Robertson - Clerk Salary And Allowance Oct

£523.76

£0.00

£523.76

Total of Cheques for Authorisiation

£803.76

£0.00

£803.76

DD BT 150915

280

BT Premium Email Service Sep-Oct

£1.60

£0.26

£1.34

SO PC 150915

283

P Cochrane Litter Collection Sep 2015

£86.67

£0.00

£86.67

DD EDF 250915

284

EDF Energy

£90.88

£4.33

£86.55

Total of Automatic Payments paid 

£179.15

£4.59

£174.56

Total For Authorisation

£982.91

£4.59

£978.32


6.2. Bank Statement, Bank Reconciliation & Accounts for September

The bank reconciliation, statement and income and expenditure reports which were checked and accepted as correct.
6.3. Grant applications for Approval.


It was resolved that
6.3.1. A grant of £1000 to the Village Hall Management Committee for repairs and maintenance was approved
6.3.2. A grant of £750 to St George’s Church to support with the costs of building the church extension was approved by 5 votes to 1
6.3.3. A Grant of £280 to Crowhurst Primary School to assist with transport costs on school educational trips was approved.
6.4. New Grants Application process.


Council reviewed a proposal to adopt a new grant application process that will provide a clearer view of the impact that a grant may have and make the decision process more transparent. It was resolved to adopt the new process and re assess its effectiveness in mid 2016. The new applications form to be made available to the Parish in November 2015 for the financial year 2016-17.
6.5. Budget Planning templates

The clerk introduced some proposed new budget templates and asked council to consider the assumptions needed before the budget is produced in November 2015 for the financial year 2016-17. The new formats were noted.
6.6. 
Update of the Co-Op acct Bank mandate 


The Mandate was updated to include 4 Councilors as additional signatories and the resolution to update the mandate was approved.

7. Planning
7.1. Applications Received 

RR/2015/2251/P  Random Cottage, Sandrock Hill, Crowhurst TN33 9AT



Removal of condition 5 on RR/2015/722/P to allow the outbuilding to be used as an annexe, including sleeping accommodation. Variation of condition 2 to allow fenestration alterations and internal changes.

Councilor Stainsby reported that he had spoken to Neighbours. Member of the public had raised concerns over parking. It was resolved that the Council will object to the application on the basis that additional sleeping accommodation in the annexe would increase the need for parking which was already a concern in the area.
8. Neighbourhood Plan
The Designation of the plan area and statement of relevant authority documents were reviewed and approved. The Clerk will now advise Rother Planning of Crowhurst’s decision to proceed with the Neighbourhood plan using the Parish Boundary as the planning area.


8.1. The Neighbourhood Plan Working Party has fulfilled its objectives defined by its terms of reference. It was resolved that the Working Party arrange for the set up of a new group formed from members of the Parish Council and Crowhurst Residents with an appropriate terms of reference and Governance structure to manage the NP process going forward. The NP working party will then be disbanded. The proposals for the new group will need to be approved by the Council before the group becomes active.
9. Recreation Ground & Playground

9.1. Councillors Weekly Inspections. Councillor Brian Basham reported he had inspected the area and provided a list of 10 items for review. The inspection book was passed to Cllr Ros Day.
9.2. Playground Maintenance. To Clerk reported that repairs to the swings and climbing frame scheduled for early November had been put on hold because the annual safety inspection completed on 9th October identified further faults with the swings and other equipment. The Clerk reported that the swings were now unsafe to use and the chains had been disconnected. Equipment suppliers will be requested to make further inspections and advise on repair or replace options. Other non urgent items contained in the annual inspection will be dealt with by Councilor North.
9.3. Grass Cutting Contract.  The Contract for maintenance will be put to Tender. The format of the tender was approved.
9.4. Broken down Vehicles in the Car Park. Cllr Hoad reported that she had been in contact with the owner and the vehicle would be removed in the next 7 days.
9.5. A response to the Friends of Combe Valley re additional use of Car park if footpath to Marshes is upgraded for disabled persons use. Council requested further information on the path upgrade. Clerk to request further info.

10. Flooding

10.1. Cllr Hoad noted she will be meeting with ESCC to receive reports on the widening of the Bridge and bunds at the rear of Sandrock Hill.
10.2. Cllr Hoad noted that the clearance of weeds and vegetation from the powdermill stream has only cleared the lower levels on the banks. It was resolved to raise the issue with ESCC at the meeting noted above.
11. Hedges
The Clerk reported that several incidents of overgrown hedges that were causing difficulty for pedestrians had been received. A reminder to all resident to maintain hedges will be made and Councilors will visit properties when hedges are causing problems to speak to the property owner. If hedges are then not cut back ESCC will be requested to do so and charge the property owner for the service. ESCC have confirmed they are responsible for and will cut the hedge on road boarder of the recreation ground.
12. Crowhurst News – Publishing PC Minutes
The CH news are gathering a response from readers on the benefits of publishing the PC minutes in Full. The Council will consider how to proceed when the results of that feedback are known.
13. Information for Councilors
13.1. Cllr Stainsby informed the Council that he will be resigning as Chairman at the next meeting but will remain as a Councilor.
13.2. Cllr Basham added an agenda item for the next meeting proposing that the Village Hall Project Committee is disbanded and a working party is formed to manage matters relating to the new Village Hall.

13.3. Cllr Plato requested that a motion to confirm formation of the new Neighbourhood plan working group of Council and Residents be included on the agenda at the next meeting.
14. Next Council Meeting   16th November 2015 Crowhurst Parish Hall 7.30 pm. 
Meeting Closed 09.40 pm

Signed ……………………….  
Dated…………………… 
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