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Crowhurst Parish Council                
Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 
14 December 2015 at 7.30pm in Crowhurst Village Hall
Present:   Councillors, Mr A Stainsby (Chair), Ms S Plato, Mrs R North

Mr K Robertson (Clerk),

County Cllr Kathryn Field. 
2 Members of the Public.
No
Item

Action


Public Questions
Item 8 . Members of the football team are reported to be leaving the recreation ground after matches and practice by car at high speed. The Team manager will be advised of this report.
1. Apologies – Mr M White, Mrs R Day, Mrs T Hoad.
2. Disclosure of Interests. None
3. Representations from Councillors
3.1. County Councillor Kathryn Field
Cuts to Children’s Services and Adult Social Care in areas of preventative care and education support are very concerning. Young adults leaving the care system at 18 will have support cut a point in when they are vulnerable. The schools improvement service provided to schools by ESCC on commercial terms will have to cease as a result of recent legislation. Councilor Field also reported that RDC has agreed that all residents must make a contribution of at least 20% to council tax. 
4. Minutes of Last Meeting

The minutes of meetings on 16 November the Financial Appendix and the Minutes of the budget meeting on 7th December were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman as an accurate record
5. Finance 
5.1. Receipts and Payments

The Receipts and the Payments for authorisation statements which were checked and accepted as correct. 
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Date

Income Invoiced/ Received since last PC meeting (16th Nov 2015)

Invoiced

Received

1

05-Nov

Co-Op Current Account Interest

£0.46

Total

£0.46
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Ref

Trans 

Ref

Payments - for Authorisation at this Meeting (14th 

Dec 2015 )                                  

Gross

VAT 

Reclaim

NET

100977

297

VHMC. Hire of Village Hall for NP meeting

£19.95

£0.00

£19.95

100978

298

PCC. Hire of Parish Room 

£22.50

£0.00

£22.50

100979

303

CSG. Sewage Equipment Service fees

£171.60

£28.60

£143.00

100980

305

K. Robertson - Clerk Salary And Allowance Dec

£523.76

£0.00

£523.76

100981

306

JS Fire. Extinguisher services

£144.00

£24.00

£120.00

100982

307

southern Water - water usage

£72.25

£72.25

Total of Cheques for Authorisiation

£954.06

£52.60

£901.46

DD BT 18nov15

299

BT  - Broadband costs Qtr Nov-Jan

£67.20

£11.20

£56.00

DD BT 06nov15

300

BT  - Premium Email Service Nov

£1.60

£0.26

£1.34

DD BT 08nov15

301

BT  - Voip line and phone rental  Qtr Nov-Jan & calls

£37.30

£6.21

£31.09

SP PC 15Nov15

302

P Cochrane - Litter Collection Nov 2015

£86.67

£0.00

£86.67

DC 24Nov15

304

123 Reg  Renew .co.uk domain name

£5.99

£1.00

£4.99

Total of Automatic Payments paid 

£198.76

£18.67

£180.09

Total For Authorisation

£1,152.82

£71.27

£1,081.55


5.2. Bank Statement, Bank Reconciliation & Accounts for September

The bank reconciliation, statement and income and expenditure reports were checked and accepted as correct. The clerk confirmed that bank reconciliation reports will also be sent to councilors prior to PC meetings but will not form an appendix to the agenda or minutes.
5.3. Procurement of External Audit Services 2016-17.


A proposal by NALC to procure audit services on behalf of Parish Councils was accepted by the Parish Council with the provision that audit costs were know before contracting for any future service. It was resolved that the Opt-in to the NALC procurement service will continue and that the clerk will ask NALC to confirm audit fees prior to contract.
6. Planning
6.1. Applications Received 

RR/2015/2974/P. Badgers End, Breadsell Lane,Crowhurst TN38 8EB. Retention of the mobile home permitted for a further two years. RR/2013/2001/P Conditions(s) Condition 1 Mobile home to be removed on or before 30th November 



Councilor Stainsby reported that he had spoken to owners and considered that application should be supported by the council because it continues to provide needed accommodation for an elderly resident. It was resolved by 2 votes in favour and 1 abstention that the Council will support the application. 
6.2. Notices Received 

RR/2015/2680/P Gable End Cottage, Old Forewood Lane,Crowhurst TN33 9AE. Erection of a 3 bay open barn single storey garage.


It was noted that this application was granted by Rother District Council on 10th Dec 2015.

7. Village Hall Project Committee
7.1. Council considered a motion by Councilor Basham to disband the Village Hall Project Committee and restate this as a Parish Council Working Party.
The Village Hall Project Committee has not met since March 2015 even though some work on securing a possible site for development has been continuing in the background by Councilor Basham. Council agreed that this did not fulfil our obligation for public transparency. Council also agreed that a working party did not have the appropriate level of transparent reporting needed for a project of this nature and importance to the Village.

It was resolved that the Village Hall Project Committee will continue as currently defined by its terms of reference, that it will meet at least once per calendar quarter when it will be required to report its progress and recommendations to Council in the areas of securing land suitable for the project, the design and use of a new village hall, the cost of provision and funding sources. A completed proposal must be presented to the residents of Village for approval by not later than the autumn of 2016. It was also noted that this may also link with the developing Neighbourhood Plan.
7.2. Parish Council Representation on the Village Hall Project Committee. 


Council will confirm which two Councillors will be members of the VHPC at the Council meeting in January 2016. This will enable the VHPC to meet as soon as possible in January, appoint a Chairman and continue with its work.
8. Recreation Ground & Playground

8.1. Councillors Weekly Inspections. Councillor White was not present and will be asked to provide a report for Nov/Dec.
8.2. Request to remove Football Goal Posts when not in use. It was noted that there was damage being caused to the fence around the tennis court by persons climbing over it to retrieve footballs and that this did not occur during football matches or practice. It was also noted that Crowhurst Football Club had offered to help with the repairs needed. Council agreed that removing the football posts between matches and practice sessions was not a practical solution and asked that this be discussed as soon as possible at the next recreation ground advisory group meeting.  
8.3. Playground Maintenance. To Clerk reported that repairs to the swings and climbing frame will cost £2000. A grant application to part fund this will be completed within the next week and repairs are expected to be complete by Jan or Feb 2016.
8.4. Recreation Ground Group. The clerk will set a up a meeting of Recreation Ground Advisory group before the date of the next Parish Council Meeting in January. 
9. Reports from Meetings - None
10. Information for Councilors – for inclusion at future meetings
10.1. Interest earned on Council cash deposits. Clerk to prepare a paper on low risk alternatives to holding in funds in bank accounts with very low interest rates.
10.2. Process for responses to items raised in Council Surgery. Clerk to draft a process for recording of and responding to issues raised in surgeries.
10.3. Update on Fire and security support available 



AS
10.4. Car park- To consider issues around the car park being using by persons not using the Recreation ground 






RN
10.5. To consider the scale of charges for recreation ground users.

RN
10.6. To define the relationship and financial reporting requirements of the Parish Council and the new Neighbourhood Planning Group.


SP
10.7. Winter Newsletter. To be issued in February. Content ideas to forwarded to the Clerk by the end of December for a 1st draft review of the newsletter at the January 2016 PC meeting.
11. Next Council Meeting   18th January 2015 Crowhurst Parish Hall 7.30 pm. 
Meeting Closed 09.40 pm

Signed ……………………….  
Dated…………………… 
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