
Crowhurst Parish Council                

Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday

14th March 2016 at 7.30pm in Crowhurst Village Hall
Present:   Councillors, Mr A Stainsby (Chair), Mrs R North, Mrs R Day, Mrs T Hoad, 


Mr M White, Ms S Plato, Mr K Robertson (Clerk),

County Cllr Kathryn Field.
 5 Members of the Public.
No
Item

Action


Public Questions
a) A resident noted that area in the recreation ground near to the Pavilion was still flooded. The cause was not thought to be leaks from pipes and may be from an overflow from the lake. The Chairman will investigate.
b) A resident stated that the traffic speed awareness signs in the village were not likely to be effective and were a waste of money. Councillor White confirmed that no council funds have been spent on these signs but we must try and do all that we can to reduce speeding in the village. Reports indicate some drivers are taking notice. Cllr White encouraged anyone with an interest or to come to the traffic group meetings and help find solutions. 
c) A resident stated that people are using the car park as a permanent parking place for vehicles and at night vehicles with trailers can present an obstacle and this was not safe in the dark. Residents will be asked to be considerate when using the car park and reminded that overnight parking may be prohibited if it becomes a nuisance to legitimate users of the recreation ground.

d) Road drains near to the bend in road by the school were often blocked and in cold weather caused the road to be icy. The Chairman noted that ESCC highways have been asked to unblock drains in the village on several occasions but are not flexible or reactive. Residents can also report these faults directly to ESCC.

e) The Tennis club noted that they have asked suppliers for quotes to repair / install new fencing that was damaged by persons climbing on the fence. The Club was asked to provide the information to the clerk when it becomes available. Council will then consider how it can help. 

1. Apologies – District Cllr Gary Curtis
2. Disclosure of Interests. None. 
3. Representations from Councillors
3.1. County Councillor Kathryn Field
Council taxes will rise by 1.99% and there will be a 2% rise to help with the provision of Adult Social Care Services but that the cuts to Govt support grants will equal the additional funding for Adult Social Care and leave the funding gap unchanged.
4. Minutes of Last Meeting
The minutes of meetings on 15th February and the Financial Appendix were agreed and unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman as an accurate record
5. Finance 
5.1. The Financial Report for February and the Receipts and Payments schedules.
These were checked and accepted as correct with the exception of £0.30 typo error on the payments schedule. This was noted as is corrected in the tables below. The payments were authoirised. 
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Date

tx ref

Income Invoiced/ Received since last PC meeting (15th feb 2016)

Invoiced

Received

22-Feb

Ground Fees 2015-16- Cricket Club

£398.50

22-Feb

Ground Fees 2015-19 - Crowhurst Tennis Club

£348.50

22-Feb

Fire Inspection Fees - Village Hall 

£30.00

Total

£0.00

£777.00


[image: image2.wmf]Chq no / Paid 

Ref

Trans Ref

Payments - for Authorisation at this Meeting (14th March 2016 )                                  

Gross

VAT 

Reclaim

NET

100993

324

P Cochrane - Install Notice Board and repair Bins

£70.00

£0.00

£70.00

100992

325

K. Robertson - Clerk Salary And Allowance March 2016

£523.76

£0.00

£523.76

£0.00

Total of Cheques for Authorisiation

£593.76

£0.00

£593.76

DD BT 17Feb16

327

Bt - Broadband Rental Feb-Apr16

£69.60

£11.60

£58.00

DD BT 16Feb16

326

Bt - Premium email fees Feb 2016

£1.60

£0.26

£1.34

DD BT 22Feb16

328

Bt - Voip Line , equip rent Feb-April 16  & calls

£37.00

£6.16

£30.84

SO PC 15Feb16

329

P Cochrane - Litter Collection Feb 2016

£86.67

£0.00

£86.67

Total of Automatic Payments paid 

£194.87

£18.02

£176.85

Total For Authorisation

£788.63

£18.02

£770.61


5.2. Bank Reconciliation 

The bank reconciliation & statement were checked and accepted as correct. 
5.3. Asset Register
The Council reviewed and approved the asset register as at 29th February as correct and resolved to review the assets in place in the village, their current value and replacement cost in June 2016.

5.4. Internal Audit Review 
The Council reviewed and approved the internal audit plans as adequate and agreed the minimum audit specification to be given to the internal auditor. The clerk confirmed that the auditor originally appointed by Council to complete the audit will be able to conduct the audit.

5.5. Risk Assessment 
The Council reviewed and approved the risk assessment with the additional requirement that the Clerk will complete a health and safety audit of the workstation in the Clerk’s office.

6. Planning
6.1. Applications Received - None   
6.2. Appeals Received
6.2.1. Appeal to the Sec of state no 2364- RR/2015/1036/PN3 Old Nursery Building, Land to the west of Hye House Farm, Royal Oak Lane. To consider if the Parish Council wants to review or change its decision to support the original application.      It was resolved by 5 votes in favour and 1 abstention that the Council has nothing to add to or to change in its original decision to support the application.
6.3. Notices Received
6.3.1. It was noted that RDC issued notice on 3 March - formal prior approval was not required for RR/2016/437/FN Hill Croft Farm, Royal Oak Lane,Crowhurst  - Erection of agricultural single span general purpose building to store all agricultural produce produced. For info only no Parish Council comment required.
7. Recreation Ground & Playground
7.1. Councillors Weekly Inspections.
7.1.1. Councillor Alan Stainsby noted nothing new to report other than the notice board was now in place at the gate to the recreation ground. No locks will be fitted to this to enable relevant community notices to be posted.
7.2. Update on repairs to the Playground Equipment.
7.2.1. The clerk confirmed that the repairs to the swings and climbing frame with be completed on 21st and 22nd March. The playground will be closed while the work is in progress. 

7.2.2. Repairs to the hand bar on the small rocker play item with be completed by Cllr White next week.

7.2.3. Repairs to the paintwork on the small slide will be arranged by Cllr North as soon as possible.

7.3. Update on hedge cutting.
The clerk confirmed that P.Cochrane will cut the hedge adjacent to the swings.

7.4. Update on re surface of the car park
The clerk confirmed new 2 tons of road chippings will be laid in the car park  Thursday 17th March at a cost of approx £600. Council resolved to approve the repair and the expenditure.  The car park will be closed for use 8am-3pm on 17th March.

7.5. Pavilion 
The clerk confirmed that he had authorised the replacement of a leaking stop cock at the pavilion at a cost of £60.
7.6. Youth Club. 

Councilor Hoad reported that quotes to repair window frames and the wiring at the Youth Hut will be completed soon. It was noted that we may need a new electricity metre for the Youth Club as the current  supply is provided by the Pavilion.  

8. Village Hall Project Group 

Cllr Day outlines the key points from the VHPG meeting on the 9th March. The Council approved the Village Hall Project Committee’s recommendation that the NP group include in its ToR the use and design requirements for a new village hall or similar in its review of community facilities and to include potential sites in its call for land.
9. Neighbourhood Planning
9.1. The report from the NP group meeting on 27th Feb was noted.
9.2. It was resolved to approve the Terms of reference for the NP Group with following provisions.
9.2.1. It was agreed that the ToR may need to be updated as the plan progresses but for now it is important to set up some working terms to enable work to begin

9.2.2. The ToR will be reviewed by an independent 3rd party to advise the Council if any amendments are needed. Clerk to arrange this.
9.2.3. The ToR will be specific about how Steering Group Meetings and other Notices, Reports, Steering Group Agendas and Minutes will be communicated and published – To include the NP Group’s Web site and the PC Web site.

9.2.4. A list of Steering Group Members will be kept and Minutes will show who was present at Steering Group meetings.

9.2.5. The Steering Group Agenda’s and Minutes will follow a form and process similar to that used by the Council in that:

· Agendas and supporting documents will be issued to all members , published and a copy sent to the Parish Clerk 3 working days before the meeting date.

· Minutes will be produced within 2 weeks of the meeting date issued to all members , published and a copy sent to the Parish Clerk. 
9.2.6. The group will maintain records of all information used by the group in NP, comply with data protection regulations and any FOI requests. Copies of any documents presented at Steering Group meetings will also be sent to the Parish Clerk in electronic format.
9.3. The Council asked the NP group to include in its ToR the use and design requirements for a new village hall or similar in its review of community facilities and to include potential sites in its call for land.
9.4. Cllr Plato requested that hard copies of the following documents be requested from RDC:

· RDC Core Strategy

· SHLAA
· National Planning Framework

· European Environmental Directive

· National Planning Policy Framework



 Clerk to contact RDC to follow this up.
10. Traffic Working Party

Clllr White reported that the Black and Yellow signs were up, further beware of horses signs still to be placed are. One of the barrels has been stolen , the other appears to be having some effect on speed and awareness The Traffic group will look at other measures but needs more support, for example 12 persons are needed to enable the  “speed watch” system to operate but we only have 5 members.  We may be able to use the NP as a tool to leverage some action on speed limits and the applicable areas. 
11. Flooding

11.1. Clllr Hoad reported that ESCC are consulting on a flood risk management strategy and she proposed that she takes the lead on this and responds for the Council. It was resolved that Cllr Hoad will do this.
11.2. Clllr Hoad reported that a meeting with the EA and ESCC was being set up and needed to know the views on a resident with reference to ground works needed to implement any flood plans. Cllr White also will contact the owners of field in the area concerned to understand their views.
11.3. The Bridge at Sampsons land and the flooding issues there may be resulting from leaking water pipes. Cllr Stainsby will follow this up.   

12. Newsletter

The Council resolved to approve the newsletter with the addition of a section on the provision of small grants from the Council to groups in Crowhurst. Clerk to amend and to organise printing of the newsletter. It was noted that a letter from the NP group will be distributed at the same time as the newsletter.
13. Parish Assembly

Council agreed that a less formal “market style” format will be applied to the Assembly this year. The Clerk will issue invites, agendas and posters.
14. Council Surgery

The questions arising at the surgery and responses given were approved for inclusion on the Council web site. Councillors were asked to ensure that if possible questions raised were dealt with at the time and that items were only brought to the full council for review if that was not possible.
15. Web Site Update

The Clerk reported that due to time restraints the upgrade of the web site to a new provider would need to be postponed. Council asked if this work could be completed by a Councilor. The Clerk considered that unlikely but will confirm if that is acceptable. The Clerk asked Councilors to define what web site functions and content they consider are missing from the current site and what a new site would need to deliver. This will enable Council to assess what the costs and benefits of an upgrade would be and/or if we can add more content to the current site without an upgrade. 

16. Co-Opting a Councilor
The Clerk confirmed that no applications had been received. Councilors were asked to use their networks to help identify potential candidates.

17. Policy Review
The clerk presented a list of current and proposed policies to be reviewed and adopted by Council. It was resolved that list be approved and 2 policies will be presented for review at every PC meeting.
18. Reports from Meetings.
Council noted the RTAG Minutes 
19. Information for Councilors – none
20. Confidential Item. 

Council reviewed and agreed staffing matters with the Clerk

21. Next Full Council Meeting   18th April 2016 Crowhurst Parish Hall 7.30 pm. 
Meeting Closed 10.00 pm

Signed ……………………….  
Dated…………………… 
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