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Crowhurst Parish from the south 8.8.25 © John Feltwell

Most of the parish of Crowhurst is shown in this photograph. looking north with the
Link Road at the bottom of the photograph. This is at harvest time with the many
fields of corn showing a nutty brown colour. RSPB Fore Wood dominates the top of
photo. The fields for the solar farm are immediately to the north of the elongated
Rackwell Wood which runs east-west. The Attenuation Pond is shown to the left of
the bottom. Overall there is good connectivity of habitat through the parish even
though there are many agricultural f i el d s : increasned bdbatbep @it g
is an aim of the parish in line with government policy. © John Feltwell

1 Feltwell, J. Local naturalist who has lived in the area for 44 years, and who wrote
&Rainforests6 i n which there is a chapter of 060Gl obal
www.drjohnfeltwell.com. He has also been the volunteer Tree Warden for Crowhurst for
over three decades.
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Executive Summary

The village is a well-wooded parish with a good range of ancient and
medieval habitats and flora and fauna.

About 70% of the parish is protected under nature conservation law.

The parish has had a history of being sliced-up by the London-
Hastings railway line and the more recent Link Road and it is under
continued threat from the east (Queensway Direction).

Three Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)s are within the parish
boundary.

Numerous Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) habitats and BAP species
are present.

The northern half of the parish is in the High Weald AONL, so it has
plenty of responsibility and obligation to protect landscape and
nature.

At | east one hedgerow is Ol mpor
years old. It also has one of the oldest yew trees in England (ca.1300
yrs old) that was present at the Battle of Hastings in1066.

Most habitat loss and species loss to date has been due to man-
made habitat destruction, infrastructure and intensive agriculture.

Evidence for climate change effects on habitats and species is
currently very limited.

Some apparent effects of climate change are being felt - most
recently the flooding of early March 2020, and January 2023.

This baseline of evidence will assist with future conservation.?

The following is a summary of the facts and figures for the parish:

This includes four management plans

=A =4 48 A

Powdermill Stream NB. This stream was declared DEAD in 2025.
Fore Wood RSPB
Combe Valley Countryside Park

Verges
Table WMO1 Crowhurst facts and figures

tant 6

2 This is a working document that can be expected to be updated at regular intervals.
It will be deposited on the Crowhurst Parish website, so it will be available to all. Any
correspondence can be directed to john@wildlifematters.com or howleyplato@gmail.com
or other members of the parish council.
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STATISTICS
Size of parish 2,168 acres (877ha); 3.9sgmiles, or 2,496ac.
Length of parish boundary 17,868Im 3
Length of parish boundary in & out 8.75km & 9.118km
of AONL
Ownership of the land Parts owned by ESCC. None owned by Rother DC 4
HABITAT ASSETS
Ancient Woodland 17 = about 15% of the parish = 129.16ha
Medieval Field Systems ca. 17 (those in AONL area)
Meadows (managed) 2 (Murields and a National Trust M
Meadows Many in the parish have never been described
Hedgerows (length not calculated yet)
Streams 6 (Powdermill, Watermill, Rackwell, Brokes Gill, Decoy +
unnamed). ¢ 8km
Ponds and lakes 1. 40 in AONL + 30 not in AONL = 70 (info ex. AONL Unit)
2. 84 in parish (ESCC).These figures do not include garden
ponds. 3. Attenuation Pond N of Link Road is ca. 5.01ha
Springs 7 (i.e. 6Sprdé on maps)
Wetlands 1 large area Combe Valley (not all of the valley is in the parish)
Sandstone Outcrops At least seven
Heathlands None in parish
Bogs 1 (?Little Bog Wood)
SPECIES ASSETS (NB. these are all under -estimates, until all the prolific
Sussex Biodiversity data is transcribed i particularly the
invertebrates)
Flora: Flowering Plants Probably well over 200 species
Tree Champions 1300 yr old Yew tree in churchyardd.
Remarkable trees, 1 tallest in E.Sussex, 2 x Girth County Champions
Tree TPOs 3 x 6blanket TPOsb®
Trees (CAVAT valuation) Over £3million on small sample in village
Mosses and Liverworts 64 species
Fungi 37 species
Fauna: Mammals 26 species
Reptiles & Amphibians 5 species each
Birds 100+
Fish 7 species
Invertebrates: Butterflies & Moths 24 butterfly species, 22 moth species (grossly understimated i need
survey
CONSERVED / PROTECTED AREAS
Statutory area
High Weald AONL (HWAONL) Size inside Crowhurst is 542ha
Statutory (Habitats)
Combe Haven SSSI, Fore Wood SSSI, Marline Wood SSSI (Combe
Haven SSSI within Crowhurst parish is ca. 50.36ha).
Statutory (Species) Al bat s; BAP species: hedgehog, h
Percentage of parish About 70%
CONSERVED
Non-Statutory : Wildflower verges 5
2 (Murields and National Trust)
Meadows (managed)
Linear corridors 4 (hedgerows, wayleaves, link road, railway line)
Quarry Wood Nature Reserve
NET LOSSES AND NET GAINS
NET GAINS 50m of new hedgerow along stream on Recreation Ground in 2022.

3 Sizes calculated by Rosalyn Day, 6 April 2020
4 Confirmed from Rother by Cllr McLaren in Sept 2025.
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Otherwise no hew meadows, hedgerows, woodlands, wetlands recorded/

Crowhurst parish lost 12.14 acres valued at £60,700°% (2017 values)
NET LOSSES - to Link Road NET LOSSES - | 2460 sgm of habitat lost; 11 trees lost, Water vole and Native
grubbed out, 2019-21Wildlife losses Crayfish i likely to be extinct in village

If developed = - 1.44ha

NET LOSSES (potential) of 3 allocated
sites

Civil Parish of Crowhurst, East Sussex, © Size

According to the Parish Council Crowhurst is 2,168 acres (877ha).” According
to Wikipedia it is 10.1km? (3.9sq miles, or 2,496ac) 8 in size. It is populated by
906 people with a population density of 1,342 sgkm ° living in 327 homes in

REDL TINS5 ey
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the village.10 11

5 John Feltwell, separate report on the Link Road (2023) now attached as an Appendix.

®The centre of Crowhur st vill age is registe
TQ75741233 and Post Code TN33 9AJ. Crowhur
Some record Crowhurst with two centres, one around the Church, the other

around the Pub.

‘Crowhurst Parish Council  http://www.crowhurstpc.co.uk/5951 (retrieved 27

Feb 2020).

8 Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crowhurst%2C East Sussex (retrieved 5

March 2020).

9

https://www.citypopulation.de/en/uk/southeastengland/admin/rother/E04003804 _ cr
owhurst/(accessed (15 December 2021).

10 Beth, L., 2019. Crowhurst Neighbourhood Development Plan Submission Version 2018 i
2028 Report of Examination March 2019 Undertaken for Rother District Council with the
support of Crowhurst Parish Council on the submission version of the plan. Independent
Examiner: Liz Beth BA (Hons) MA Dip Design in the Built Environment MRTPI. Now updated
and adopted 19 May 2025.
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Agricultural and natural history background
(how it has kept its biodiversity)

Introduction

The natural history of the parish has always been dependent upon how its residents
have managed the land. Things have moved on since the Domesday Book which
said there were 15 acres of meadows in Crowhurst. There are now fewer meadows,
fewer woodlands, fewer hedgerows, and fields have become much larger. In more
recent times monocultures are the norm, not meadows. Wildlife has suffered; flora
and fauna are declining. We are now well into the age of man-made decline, the
Anthropocene, with unwelcome chemicals falling from the sky across the whole
parish, and trickling down our watercourses. The 23 farms have shrunk to a handful.

This Biodiversity Audit thus seeks to quantify what is left in Crowhurst. There is a
chance that it is not too late to bring back nature (at least David Attenborough thinks
this is a possibility), ot hers think
species, whilst others (including this author) think it is too late.

Remember that agriculture still dominates Crowhurst parish, with it is big fields and is
a potential threat to habitats and species. However, this needs to be balanced with
the breath of biodiversity found across the remaining habitats that are still within one
of the most wooded parishes in East Sussex '? which also enjoys being within the
wooded AONL. Read on and enjoy. It is surprising then that Crowhurst is so
biodiverse.

11 The population is mentioned here simply because people are believed to be the root
cause of climate change. The Crowhurst population has not increased much since it was
recorded as having 22 households in 1086, in the Domesday Book
https://opendomesday.org/place/TQ7512/crowhurst/ (retrieved 30 March 2020)

12 East Sussex County Council say that East Sussex is one of the most wooded counties in
England https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/environment/conservationfiglehabitats
(retrieved 02 Nov 25)
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Some parts parish (here looking of the west from Hillcroft Farm) may
look like a desert such is the  fAindustrial scale of agriculture 0 (a CPRE
phrase) these days in early 2025 © John Feltwell

Typical landscape of the parish in May 2021 (Hillcroft Farm) © John Feltwell
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Purpose of this Biodiversity Audit

The general public are increasingly aware of the effect of man on the
environment, exacerbated with diverse changes in weather brought on by
global warming and climate change. Forget mini-ice ages, and that the
Romans enjoyed warmer climate, what people really want to know now is
how and why the world they live in, the parishes that they live in support the
nature that nourishes their well-being. What has gone wrong with the
environment is for others to tabulate, but villagers want to know what is still
present in Crowhurst and how they can assist with its conservation.

This Biodiversity Audit seeks to address this pressing issue, listing the
habitats that support the flora and fauna, whilst highlighting the everyday
impacts that directly affect those precious habitats. With the local council
gradually awakening to the effects of Climate Change and Crowhurst Parish
Council taking on the local baton of effecting measures to bring about net
zero, sustainability and energy conservation, for the well-being of everyone,
this Biodiversity Audit simply anotates a time at the end of 2025 when what
i s known about parishés biodiverse
move forward.

This audit thus sets a baseline of evidence for the parish on which data can
be added in the future. Data can also be used for the compilation of
Biodiversity Metrics'® to be prepared by all developers for any proposed
planning developments in the future. The data can also be used as an
evidence base for continued nature conservation in the parish.

A major purpose of this Biodiversity Audit is to present the salient facts on
the ecology and nature of the parish, so that DEVELOPERS will be up to
speed with what is protected and not open for discussion with development
plans. The three allocated sites are mentioned, and mitigations are
mentioned throughout.

DEVELOPERS Yes, this is for you: should read this audit, as well as the
Neighbourhood Plan 4, and the Design Plan before bringing Applications to
Rother District Council.

naturle

13 The latest Biodiversity Metric is Version 4.0 to be mandatory for development sites

in January 2024.
14 Adopted 19 May 2025
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The is a view along Crowhurst Road looking south  -west. North to the right
hand side. Taken 8.8.25. Crowhurst Road is rather like a ridge road
separating Catsfield and Crowhurst. The Roadside Wildflower Verge that is

at Nashes Farm is shown. © John Feltwell

Crowhurst |s cIearIy an‘agrlcultural parlsh that |s subject to adverse enwronmental
impact.This is from Crowhurst Road southwards in spring 2025
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CROWHURST LEADS COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT WITH

NATURE
CROWHURST PARISH COUNCIL
Declaration of Climate Emergency (Nov 2019)
Motion for Rother trees approved (2025)
Motion for Rother rivers approved (2025)

WELL-BEING PROJECTS

Strolling Group for older and less able residents.

Yoga and the physical sports activities,

Interpretive Board at Railway Station for visitors,

Healing Centre with nature conserved areas, and community café.
1066 Walking Traifr supported through the village

CONTRIBUTION TO NET ZERO

The Climate and Ecological Emergency Resolution was agreed by CPC (Nov 2019)
Insulation of Youth Centre and Village Hallvith Insulation Grant (202)

Community Solar Farm approved (2025)

WARMER group alerting residents to energy issues

cYt qRUNDWAIT ¢l Gl W9l Ys6elt qhwid2idU0qt
Assessing housing in Crowhurst for EPC rating (WARMER)

CREATION OF NEW HABITATS IN THE PARISH

Protected Meadows (5) including Mriel's Meadow

Planted the rare Black Poplar trees in the parish (2020)

New native species hedgerow planted on Recreation Ground (2023)

Community Orchard planted (2023)

N6 DWuRUNKkt WOYI YUcqRYUWOYaaaURqg! W8I #G6c¢ 1 T WAI YTUHqS
New native species hedgerow (1kmbo be planted on solar farm (2025)

98§~~0 fRNowWeUT WhofNfUE WE9f E 9-EtartédliiFlpdo's ANE Wf WNc E L
1) Community purchase of Quarry Wood in 1999.
2) Water analysis of Powdermill Stream, with Strandliners on-going
3) Dark Skies Initiative, taking readingsand seekingaward T on-going
4) ~¢UcnNRUNW6 NWnR2IWI Bt RNUecqUIT WhAYeTt RT DWe
5 ~¢U¢NRUNWHh~21 RGO Kt WFdhigdings Kk WnYI WARYT R21JI + R
6) Reviewingthe churchyard trees (2025)
7) Pond quantum in parish assessed for nature conservation
8) New MUGA (Multi Use Games Area) area on Recreation Ground (2025)
9) Taking responsibility for a large section of biodiverse Combe Valley within
the parish (including the Attenuation Pond)

BIODIVERSITY AUDIT OF THE PARISH

Having a comprehensive Biodiversity Audit, regularly updated from 2020.
Surveyed the flora and fauna (with lists of speciesy on-going

Assessed the Ancient Woodlands of the parish

Assessing the Management of the Powdermill Streamon-going

Species lists (flora) of the Churchyard published

Gaining TPOs including TPO status for the 1066 Yew Tree (2024)

List of CAVATassessed trees in parish
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Background

This Biodiversity Audit has been produced f
Ecol ogi cal Emergency Wor ki ng Partyo (CCEE
commitment to Rother District Council (RDC) since declaring their own

Climate Emergency in September 2019.®> The CCEEWP declared the

following resolution at their meeting on 21st October 2019

O0Crowhur st Parish Council decl ares a| cl
emergency and aspires to be carbon neutral by 2030 taking into
account both production and consumptions

The CCEEWP Working Document: Draft of 1 Nov. 2019 is working to the
above resolution: One of its ams was o0t o encourage and suppo
community of Crowhurst to increase biodiversity. 0

The Crowhurst Parish Council (CPC) had already published their
&Environment wihngheir Neighbduthaod Plan'® in which one of

their stated. ai msviumdemedt and Heri tageodo wa:
To protect and enhance the biodiversity, nature and wildlife in the

vill age. 6

This audit first quantifies the physical parish, then looks at the
1 Habitat Assets, then
1 Species Assets, then
1 Protected areas and species within the parish; then
1 Finally the effects of climate change on the habitats and species.

15 Crowhurst Parish Website http://www.crowhurstpc.co.uk/ (retrieved 5 March 2020).
In September 2019, Rother District Council declared a climate emergency and
pledged to become carbon neutral by 2030.

16 Crowhurst Neighbourhood Plan 2025
https://www.crowhurstpc.co.uk/neighbourhoodplan/crowhurst-
neighbourhood-plan (retrieved 27 Oct 2025).
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Gold standard

Crowhurst Parish Council (CPC) are proud to have had the first

iteration of this Biodiversity Audit acknowledged by Rother as a

gold standard. . Rot her said that the CPC was| a
RDC6 and that its Neighbourhood Pl an |was
Susan Prochak, MBE 8.8.25 video of Committee Meeting ).

Its Biodiversity Audit has now moved on significantly. This current audit
has come a long way from 124pp to over 300pp with many more subjects
covered

It Iteration 04 May 2020 124pp
2" teration 28 Jan 2022 203pp
3" iteration 27 Feb 2023

4" jteration 01 Dec 2026  325pp

1 The 2nd iteration

Iltems

Farms & their influence on nature

Threats to greenspace inc. allocated sites

Tally of Habitat Assets in Crowhurst - net gains & loss
CAVAT Report_(commercial value of trees)

Ash Report (state of the disease) inc felling in Jan 22
New TPO of January 2022

New Hazel Dormice data

1 This 3¢ Iteration

Iltems

The 30 by 30 campaign

Latest butterfly count

The Crowhurst Community Solar Farm proposal
Dark Skies

Climate Emergency & CEG commitments

9 This 4th iteration ( Dec 25)
Iltems

The loss of TPO380 revealed
Climate Action Plan 2020-2026
NEW SUBJECTS / PAGES
House Martins i a new page

Trees Outside Woodland (TOW) - free mapping.. and Fairy Trees

Single tree gov.uk database on line i explained

The 6 streams of Crowhurst described = 8km

Anthopocene and Forever Chemicals

MOTION for all Rivers: All Rother Rivers supported rights from Rother
MOTION for Trees: 1066 Yew Tree with supported rights from Rother
Crowhurst Solar Farm Approved i SF in numbers - how community benefits
Aerial photos around the parish from 8.8.25

Tree Survey of the Christian Healing Centre June 2025 (20 species)

Survey results of Bryophytes following visit from BS SE Group in Feb 2024

The CPC seeks to maintain that status that other parishes have
sought to attain.
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Overview

Ecologically the parish is dominated by one very large block of woodland in
the NW (Fore Wood) bounded in part by the parish boundary, and by the
railway line (a linear green corridor) which traverses the parish in a sigmoid
shape entering in the NW and exiting in the SE. Farmland comprises a lot of
the parish and wetland south of the Link Road. Small woodlands, shaws
and broken hedgerows are scattered around the parish as patches.

The east of the parish is buffered somewhat by the countryside along the
west side of Queensway (as the Marline Woods SSSI); Queensway marking
the westerly development of St Leonards on Sea.

© magic.gov.uk © Ordnance Survey  © Crown Copyright (2005). All rights
reserved. Wildlife Matters Licence Number 100002077. Screen shot taken
from www.magic.gov.uk by with permission from MAGIC support 6.4.13
Alexandra Hajok (retrieved 08 Feb 2020), showing some different colours
representing the curtilages with adjacent parishes.
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Major Environmental Impacts (1900 & 2015)

The parish has been cut in two twice, once by the London-Hastings railway
line (early 1900), and second by the Link Road (2015) creating three parish
parcels (E,W,S). The southern part is now south of the Link Road 1 details
further on.

The ecological effect has been significant as the continuity of habitats has
been severed, even in the Link road where attempts have been made to
& o f ttleniripact and establish some continuity of habitat across the
carriageways.

In the future it is likely to be impacted by development from the east.

The following photograph shows the significant environmental impact of the
construction of the Link Road in 2015. The route went through meadows
and ancient woodlands in the Combe Valley, missing the Combe Valley
SSSI and but going through a small piece of Marline Woods SSSI.

© Getmapping plc © East Sussex County Council, © Ordnance
Survey © Crown Copyright (2005). All rights reserved. Wildlife
Matters Licence Number 100002077. (retrieved 08 Feb 2020). The
satellite image above showing the loss of habitat across the
southern part of the parish represented by the cleared land. The
pink routes are footpaths, the green existing and new vehicular,
tarmaced routes, and the blue route is a new pedestrian route
created. More photographs are at Technical Appendix WMO1.
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Combe Valley Countryside Park

The southern part of the parish is, as stated above, now land south of the
Link Road, as shown below south of the Link Road (shown in green) and the
parish boundary (in blue). The surface drain-off from the carriageways
north and south has the potential to impact habitats and waterways in
Crowhurst.

The parish has had imposed upon it  part of the Combe Valley Countryside
Park which has been developed as a mitigation area as a result of the Link Road.

The construction of the Link Road through the south of the parish of
Crowhurst has been the subject of an, as yet un-finished and un-published
report.l” This has tentatively calculated that 12.14ac or 4.92ha. The
calculations are shown in this screenshot taken from the report; the report is
written by this consultant which is why a quote can be made from it.
However, it would appear that the figure may well be an underestimate, as
the satellite photograph shown on the previous page indicates many areas
where the width is greater than 22.5m. The loss should be balanced by the
mitigation measures and the new wetland areas around the site, and away
from the site which have been extensive and may provide an ecological
gain.

It is worth drawing attention to how RDC summarise the parish (rather well)
including the following plan which shows BAP habitats. It is important to
note that Crowhurst has collective responsibility for all the interconnected
habitats with its neighbouring parishes.

17 Feltwell, J. 2023. An Assessment of the Ecological Delivery of the Bexhill-Hastings
Link Road (BHLR) i renamed the Combe Valley Way, East Sussex, TN33 draft of
January 2023. 74pp.
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This description refers to the Combe Haven Valley Landscape Character
Area.

0Crowhur st i's a fragmented settl ement W
AONBOG s sout hern boundary. | t Powdermilloi sect €
stream, a tributary of Combe Haven and the whole area is within the Combe

Haven Valley landscape character area. It is characterised by small winding

High Wealden valleys and much of the central and southern areas have

drainage issues and are susceptible to flooding. SuDS will be an important

consideration alongside any development that takes place. In addition there

are possible land stability issues that will require further investigation. The

surrounding area is well wooded, including the ecologically rich Ghyll

woodland, which is also an important character feature of the High Weald

AONB. Crowhurst hosts the iDbreWogod,oneds s ol
of the largest deciduous Wealden woodlands which has been modified by a

long history of coppicing, felling and associations with former iron industry:

the latter dating from Roman times. Parts of it are designated SSSI and

SNCI and the area is a groundwater source protection zone. Other areas of

ancient woodland in the vicinity include Rackwell Wood to the east and

Whitefield Wood to the south-east. The Powdermill valley is interspersed by

a series of historic field boundaries that serve to define the medieval pattern

of small irregular fields that are interspersed with woodland, which is typical

of the High Weald. There are numerous ponds are scattered across the

landscape and some large geologically significant sandstone outcrops (a
Ubpecial to Sussex6 featur ej)easabhar¢dre ng t he
numerous species recorded as present in the area, including dormice

(multiple records), grass-snakes, and butterflies (including Small Heath and

White Admiral) Development may take the opportunity to provide dormice

boxes and the appropriate sort of habitat opportunities set out in Table 1.

The south of the village abuts the Combe Valley Countryside Park which

stretches all the way to the sea, connects with Hastings and Bexhill, and is

home to several BAP priority habitats. The northern section of the CVCP is

a dedicated Uwil dlife zoned and there ar
including by means of connectivity to the rich network of habitats north in the
wi der Parish. The area is also a designa

(Combe Haven and Marline BOA) which identifies the following
opportunities: wetland habitat management, restoration and creation;

floodplain restoration and reconnection; access improvements and
opportunities associated with devel opmen
AONB, rather than later AONL)
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How much of Crowhurst Parish was lost to the Link Road?

The Link Road within the civil parish of Crowhurst is that section from the Railway
Line on the west of Queensway to where it intersects with the parish boundary of
Catsfield before Acton’s Farm. This length is ca. 2,184m*.

The width of the carriageways is about 15m, but where there are embankments this
rises to about 30m. An average of the two is 22.5m.

Thus the loss to Crowhurst is 2,184m x 22.5m = 49,140sqm or 12.14ac (4.92ha).

Applying land prices for grazing land ° at £4,400 to £5,500 per acre (say £5,000)
comes out at £60,000 for 12ac.

This is 12ac of land that Crowhurst has lost from its total quantum of
greenfield land in the parish. Itis greenspace that has been permanently lost.

© Ordnance Survey, and © magic.gov.uk, accessed 11 Nov 2019
Length of Queensway to Catsfield Boundary is 2,184m (between the red arrows)
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BIODIVERISTY Action Plan Priority Habitats in ROTHER

An overview of the natural history of Crowhurst from RDC 18;

[ Biodiversity Action Plan PH Deciduous Woodiand
[ Biodiversity Action Plan PH Wet Woodland
[] Biodiversity Action Plan PH Traditional Orchards
[ Main Rivers (SFRA)
(] Biodiversity Action Ptan PH Coast and Floodplain
Biodiversity Action Plan PH Coastal Sand Dunes
[l Biodiversity Action Plan PH Coastal Saltmarsh
[ Biodiversity Action Plan PH Maritime CIiff [ Biodiversity Action PH Coastal Vegetated Shingle
[ Biodiversity Action Plan PH Ponds [7] Biodiversity Action Plan PH Lowland Calcareous
[ Biodiversity Action Plan PH Mudfiats [ Bio Action Plan PH Lowland Dry Acid Grass
(m] ity Action Plan PH [7] Biodiversity Action Plan PH Lowland Fens
| Biodiversity Action Plan PH Saline Lagoons [ Biodiversity Action Plan PH Lowland Heathland
o o District Boundary [} Biodiversity Action Plan PH Lowland Meadow

of Her Office. (Crown Copyright). Unauthorised regroduction infringes Crown
may or cvk No further copies may be made. Rothar District Council Licence No 100018643 2014, N.G. Ref: TQ8220

18 Rother District Council, 2016. Development and Site Allocations Local
Plan. Green Infrastructure, Background Paper Addendum. November 2016
(states October on inside cover) 49pp. https://www.rother.gov.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/01/Green_Infrastructure _Background Paper Addend
um_Nov16.pdf (accessed 10 Dec 2021)
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BIODIVERISTY Green Areas in Rother

@@ Sussex
Biodiversity
= ) Record Centre

figure 3: natural capital assets at
risk: targeted for no further loss
to development.

Key to Map:

In conservation terms the parish is dominated by three SSSis, all of which have been
closely affected by development over the years. The three SSSIs are shown in the
following plan marked in green.

The railway line was constructed before the Fore Wood SSSI was designated, but it
now goes past and through the woodlands in the NW of the parish. Part of the
Combe Valley SSSI is now within the parish of Crowhurst, and the Marline Valley
SSSI is on the border of the parish and squeezed in between the railway line and
Queensway.

The most relevant point in the plan below are the faint purple rings radiating out from
each SSSI at regular distances from each SSSI. These are called Impact Risk Zones
(IRZ). It is therefore clear that all parts of the parish of Crowhurst are covered by
these areas of influence associated with each SSSI. There are no parts of the parish
that are not in an area subject to development control consideration.
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HEAT MAPS have been produced by the LNRS i
Local Nature Recovery Strategy.

(showing relative numbers of species)

More species are found the in RED areas compared to the grey of pale
yellow areas (based on 1km squares). Check out Crowhurst SE of
Battle, showing grey and yellow squares. i.e. not in the greatest
assemblage area for species - Rye area is!

This plan was put out for consultation in late 2025, and mostly derives
from local records sent in to the local records centre by people,
scientists and naturalists.

East Sussex and Brighton & Hove Local Nature Recovery Strategy: Part 1 Nature in East Sussex and Brighton & Hove - description

Map 3: Heat map showing the number of farmland bird assemblage species Key
(for more detail, see Part 3: Species Priorities and Measures) per 1km square across East Sussex
and Brighton & Hove. The darker the colour, the greater number of species present.

ovAEWwN -

®s

s
,,,,,,

[ y | 6 Species

“ SEEE ] i s o Number of species per 1km square
! t (Stone-curlew, Cuckoo, Com bunting,
| Grey partridge, Tree sparrow,

I T | 8 2l Turtle dove).

+ = el 8

© many individual sources for data, Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre,
Ordnance Survey
Wildlife Matters Consultancy Unit O.S.  Licence Number 100002077
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Climate Action Plan 2023 -26 *°
ng pollution and-béingoki ng

Chasi aft

Rother will be able to assist the parish in cleaning up Powdermill Stream, as per the

Council 6s ai ms cleaning up pollution an
well-being. As Rother state their Out ¢ o me 4 i's ONature wil/
t he di.stLreitcdtsd hope so Thei rTablalWMO® mes ar e

Biodiversity and Land Use

Outcome 4 Nature will be in recovery across the district.

Objective 4.1 Halt land and marine species decline.

) Co-benefit ~ Co-benefit  Co-benefit Carbon .
Action y Cost . Delivery Progress
1 2 3 impact )
Host annual clean seas . .
) . . Society - Environmen .
event to increase public . Environmen . Climate Team,
. Annual community community | t- .
awareness in PFAS, t-reduced X £ Low Ongoing | Partner To Start
X . event ) brought increased ..
pollution, local action, flood risk - . Organisations
. together biodiversity
partner showcasing
Convene or actively
Work in partnership with | participate in a . .
P ) .p m P . Environmen . Society - .
relevant organisations to | partnership to t Environmen community Climate Team, In
improve the health of improve the health of | . t- reduced ff Medium | Ongoing | Partner
. increased R brought B Progress
the water environments | the water o ) flood risk Organisations
. - . ) biodiversity together
in the district environments in the
district
Work in partnership with Con\‘felne or’lactlvely . Environmen .
. participate in a Environmen Society - .
relevant organisations to artnershio to t t- community Climate Team,
improve land p P . improved ££ Medium | Ongoing | Partner To Start
. improve land increased brought B
management practices . T green Organisations
L management practices | biodiversity together
across the district ) . spaces
in the district
Support schemes to Environmen Environmen | Societ
remove negative human | Rother Reduce, Reuse, | t- comm‘:mi Climate Team,
influence from the Recycle Grant to fund | improved increased brought g Medium | Ongoing | Partner To Start
landscape i.e. plastic, initiatives green biodiversity | to etgher Organisations
tree tubes, litter, rubbish spaces B
tipping, pollution
sources etc.
Resilience - Asset
Society - security in Management
Economy - . .
Green Asset X improved energy Team, Climate
Develop a Green Asset improved ) . .
Management Plan ) public supply (less | £ Medium | 25/26 Team, Policy To Start
Management Plan ; business \ .
adopted by Council . sector reliance on and Projects
efficiency ) . .
finances internation Team, Parks
al imports) Team
Environmen .
All new lease ¢ Environmen | Economy - Asset
Introduce conditions to | agreements from improved - opportuniti Medium 23/24 - Management | To Start
new lease agreements 2024/25 have a Nature r:an increased es for skills 24/25 Teamg
Recovery clause & biodiversity | and training
spaces
- . Environmen | Society -
Eliminate use of Environmen .
L. - t- improved Parks Team,
pesticides, herbicides, . t- . ) 23/24- .
‘ . Policy Introduced . improved public £ Low Policy and To Start
and peat in council increased 24/25 .
. - . green sector Projects Team
grounds maintenance biodiversity )
spaces finances

¢

19 Climate Action Plan 2092236. https://www.rother.gov.uk/climatemergency/climatstrategy
policies/climateactionplan-202326. (accessed 13 Oct 25)
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) Environmen
Environmen Environmen t - creation
Audit RDC green assets _— ) . t-
. . Biodiversity Audit t- . of more . 23/24 - . In
to provide a baseline for . improved . ££ Medium Climate Team
L N Report increased attractive 24/25 Progress
biodiversity . ) green )
biodiversity public
spaces
spaces
Environmen Environmen Society -
Create a Biodiversity Biodiversity Strategy t- ¢ improved Climate Team,
Strategy and Action Plan | and Action Plan improved increased public ££ High 25/26 Planning To Start
for the District adopted by Council green - ) sector Team
biodiversity | _
spaces finances
Environmen Environmen
Adopt the county-side . . t- Environmen Climate Team
Policy Included in new | t- . ) ; In
Local Nature Recovery . improved t-reduced | £ High 25/26 and Planning
Local Plan increased . . Progress
Strategy (LMNRS) o ) green flood risk Policy Team
biodiversity
spaces
. Envi
New Local Plan have Environmen tn\nronmen Environmen
regard to the LNRS in Policy Included in new | t- . . Planning In
" . . improved t-reduced | £ High 25/26
decision-making through | Local Plan increased R Team Progress
X o \ green flood risk
policy biodiversity
spaces
) Environmen
. Environmen | Economy -
New Local Plan - Require Policy Included in new |t opportuniti - Plannin, In
20% Biodiversity Net Y X Pp improved £ High 25/26 &
. . Local Plan increased es for local Team Progress
Gain through policy . ) . green
biodiversity | investment
spaces
Environmen Environmen
) Health & t - creation Parks Team,
. ) KPls from Bexhill Tree ) t- ;
Deliver on Bexhill Tree Planting Strategy are wellbeing - | of more improved ef Medium | Ongoin Climate Team, | In
Planting Strategy met € &y reduced air | attractive repen going Partner Progress
pollution public g Organisations
spaces
spaces
Environmen ) Health & Climate Team,
- . Environmen . .
Develop District-wide Tree Strategy adopted | t- wellbeing - . 23/24 - | Planning
. . t-reduced . EE High To Start
Tree Strategy by Council increased ) reduced air 24/25 Team, Parks
T flood risk .
biodiversity pollution Team
Work in partnership with
Town and Parish
Councils to carry out 50% of Town and .
- . . . . Society - Economy - Economy - .
biodiversity audits and Parish Councils . L . Climate Team,
. . community | opportuniti | opportuniti . . In
create Management enhancing their assets ) Medium | Ongoing | Partner
. ) brought es for skills | es for local L Progress
Plans to enhance for biodiversity and L . Organisations
L R K . together and training | investment
biodiversity and increase | carbon sequestration
carbon sequestration in
parks and open spaces
. . . Environmen Estates Team,
Designate a proportion 10% of RDC estate Environmen Health & . .
. e t-reduced \ £ Medium | Ongoing | Parks Team, To Start
of the RDC estate to designated to 'wilding' | t- ) wellbeing - .
flood risk Climate Team
‘wilding” and nature increased reduced air
recovery biodiversity pollution |
New Local Plan - Envi
ew Local Plan - use Health & Economy - nvironmen
Natural England Policy Included in new | wellbein opportuniti - Plannin, In
standards and guidelines v g. pp improved £ High 25/26 . &
. Local Plan reduced air | es for local Policy Team Progress
to improve green . i green
. pollution investment
infrastructure spaces
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riinmepactd Ri sdf infldenae set @t distances from

SSSis and other protected areas.

Developers take note.

Natural England have provided the following information regarding the interpretation
of these purple rings, for the benefit of parishioners who wish to see control
exercised, and developers and consultants who wish to understand the constraints
on development:

6Paragraph (v) of the Town and Country PI

Procedure) (England) Order 2015 states that Local Planning Authorities
(LPASs) are responsible for consulting with Statutory Consultees if a planning
application has the potential to impact on a feature within their particular remit
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/595/contents/made. Natural England
are statutory consultees for planning applications which may potentially affect
a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), Important Wetland Area covered
by the Ramsar Convention and Natura 2000 sites, such as a Special Area of
Conservation (S)C), Special Protection Area (SPA).

The onus is upon the Local Planning Authorities (as the competent authority

in the planning process) to decide wheth
l' i kely to affect a SSSI 6. To help them a:
be consulted, t he Local Pl anning Author.i

published set of mapped Impact Risk Zones (IRZs) for
SSSI/SAC/SPA/Ramsar sites. These can be accessed at www.magic.gov.uk
and can be used by Local Planning Authorities and developers to consider
whether a proposed development is likely to affect a designated site and
determine whether they will need to consult Natural England to seek advice
on the nature of any potential impacts and how they might be avoided or
mitigated. For guidance on how to access and use the Impact Risk Zones see
our summary information sheet and questions and answers. Further
information is available on the archived Natural England website:
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140605090108/http://www.natura
lengland.org.uk/ourwork/planningdevelopment/default.aspx. You can find the
reasons why the SSSIs have been designated by clicking on the following
website: http://www.sssi.naturalengland.org.uk/Special/sssi/search.cim. 6
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We are all now living in théAnthropocene era, and Crowhurst has plenty of evidence.
This describes a mammade decline of nature (flora, fauna and habitats) that has
occurred during our lifetimes. It has been caused by a variety of things: habitat loss,
global warming and continuous cocktail of chemicals used in our environment. Some
examples:

GLOBAL WILDLIFEcatastrophic 73% decline according to WWF2°

ALL BIRDSr RSPB say that since 1980 one in every six birds have been Iddt. and 600m
breeding birds lost over last 50 yrs according to 2021 study.

ALL BIRDS Natural History Museum says 2/3rds decline since 19952

HOUSE MARTINS declining 47%

MARSH TITS declined 80% since 196&s

WILLOW TITS declined 96% since 1960s

TURTLE DOVES declined 99% in &K

! BUMBLEBEES$22.5% decline in 2024%

=a =4

= =4 =4 -4 =4

Forever Chemicals is a phrase that describes a huge range of mamade chemicals
that are now in the environment, that are never seen, but are persistent in the
environment and are likely culprits for some of the wildlife decline. They are highly likely
to be in our skin?® They do not occur naturally in nature and over 10,000 are known.
They are sometimes called PFAS

(Per and polyfluoroalkyl substances- which describes their chemistry).

Forever Chemicals are highly likely to be all over CrowhursiTesting is needed.

The evidence comes from Germany where between 20312017 scientists placed air

traps across a range of habitats throughout the country and analysed what was
dropping out of the air. The results were that 18 agrochemicals were recorded. In a
more recent survey in 2021, 69 air suction traps recorded 109 different agrichemicals.

20 \World Wildlife Fund, 2024. Catastrophic 73% decline in the averageaga of global
sROTOIRNWWGYGetdcecqRYUt WRUWTzt quWPMW! Wel + W K2¢d
https://www.worldwildlife.org/press -releases/catastrophic-73-decline-in-the-average
size-of-global-wildlife -populations-in-just-50-years-reveals-a-system-in-peril

(accessed 30 Sept 2025).

2IRSPB, declines, disease and dangers T the issues facing birds.
https://lwww.rspb.org.uk/birds -and-wildlife/issues -facing-birds  (accessed 30 Sept
2025) quoting the State of Nature Report, 2023, and mentioning that 70% of the UK is
farmland, and that what goes on there affects birds.

227 Natural History Museum, 2024. A third of surveyed UK bird species have declined
since the 1990s https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/news/2024/may/third -surveyed-uk-
bird-species-declined-since-1990s.html (accessed 30 Sept 2025).

23 Dr Richard Broughton, Linnean Society, October 2025.

24 RSPBMail shot, 29 Nov.2025

2%5Bumblebee ConservationTrust, 2025

2% As DDT was regarded as being within us in the 1970s, widely used worldwide, but no
deaths recorded due to DDT in our tissues.
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Most were fungicides, as well as insecticides in the air; it did not reflect those
chemicals in the soil or water, so the number of chemicals around is thought to be
JdeHGEWSERNG I OW 13Y U R asYkaoRily 1Rd drelispidrelindéctitifes, tardLL
represent a quarter of all insecticides used worldwide. It is important to ensure that
insect pollinators are protected from these chemicals.

It is believed that the situation in Germany can be replicated in other
countries with intensive agriculture. This cocktail mix of chemicals is likely
to be in the countryside and city near you.

GLYSOPHATE was found in most of the samplasthe names of the many other
chemicals are not household names yet, such as AMPA, HCB, Folpet and
Penddimethalin.

The author?’ stated that 60-80% of people in the USA have glyphosate in their bodies.

The issue for entomologists is that their pet subjects, insects are in decline, and they

are trying to find out why. This articlew N6 IJK09 6 I G RH ¢ 009 YHt q¢ R Oc Y
JU2RI YUGWUq¢ GGYIdea qébugdes®atat itidRdl bnly dmy ke IofH 0 R U 14
these forever chemicals is causing death, but that sublethal effects and the
combination of two or more chemicals makes a lethal cocktail that kills insects.

It is important to maintain good populations of insects to support birds and mammals
in the food chain and thus to conserve biodiversity.

Without insects it has been postulated, there would be no life for man on earth.
Crowhurst is an agricultural parish. You have been warned.

Biobeads

CEG objected to ESCC in November 2025 with regard to the spillage of biobe&dsto

the environment (down rivers) and into the English Channel from sewage plants.

According to The Guardia?®® 84% of SSSIs have been found with these biobeads (or

nurdles). The pollution has been widespread over the last decade or sbr Kristina

27 Reynolds, S. 2025. The Chemical Cocktail Hour: A roundup of environmental
pollutants and insect declines. ANTENNA 49(2) 568.

2 |oc.cit.

29 Biobeads are small plastic beads used in sewage farms to reduce toxic pollution. They work
because they have a large surface area on which the toximge affixed. Once used for cleaning
water they are themselves cleaned and used again. For some reason there has been the release
of millions of these beads and they have turned up on Sussex and Kent beaches. They have
also entered the food chain and SSSIs. Crowhurst has three SSS&domkova has worked a
great deal on this subject with Strandliners on behalf of the CPC.

30The Guardianhttps://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/nov/26/plastic -
nurdles-found-at-uk-sites-of-special-scientific -interest
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HABITAT ASSETS

' Ancient Woodlands
' Fore Wood

 Hedgerows

' Ancient Meadows

q
q

q

1 Medieval Field Systems
q

{ Sandstone Outcrops

q

 Ponds and Springs

¢ Streams
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Ancient Woodlands

The following shows more detail on the Ancient Woodlands (showing in a lime
green) within the AONL part of the parish. Fore Wood is the major block of
woodland, with other fragments to the east and south east. Note there are more
ancient woodlands outside the AONL, but within the parish to the southeast (shaded

grey).

High Weald AONB
Landscape Character:
Ancient woodland

Crowhurst Parish

24m

© High Weald AONL, © Ordnance Survey © Crown Copyright (2005). All rights
reserved. Wildlife Matters Licence Number 100002077.  (retrieved 08 Feb 2020)

RSPB Fore Wood

Fore Wood plays a prominent part in the parish of Crowhurst occupying the north
west corner of the parish. Part of the whole Fore Wood (55ha) i which straddles the
railway line - is the SSSI part (21.5ha) which is the south eastern part on the south
side of the railway.3!

FORE WOOD
EAST SUSSEX

Mep 2: Stautry,parwing snd

Central grid reference: TQ750133
[ Reserve boundary
[ Fore Wood sSSI

© RSPB, © Ordnance Survey © Crown Copyrlght (2005) All rlghts reserved.
Wildlife Matters Licence Number 100002077.

31 Daw, A. & Twydell, M., 2016. RSPB Fore Wood Management Plan 2016-2026.
55pp
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Fore Wood continuedé.

The following plan shows how the railway line bisects the woodlands, part of which is
the SSSI. This plan neatly shows the water course and lake within the woodland.

\/

FORE WOOD
EAST SUSSEX

Map 11: Hydrology

Key:

Central grid reference: TQ750133
[ Reserve boundary
P Direction of flow

0125 0.25 Km

B

: y
¥l i ¢ Neomten o) 1

© RSPB, © Ordnance Survey © Crown Copyright (2005). All rights reserved.
Wildlife Matters Licence Number 100002077. (retrieved 08 Feb 2020)

The following plan shows rides (in red), high forest (dark green), mixed coppice (light
green),ponds (blue).

=y
P s S Map 13a; Habitats on the reserve in 2016

T TSy

giving
nature
[&7818] & home
—

© RSPB, © Ordnance Survey © Crown Copyright (2005). All rights reserved.
Wildlife Matters Licence Number 100002077  (retrieved 08 Feb 2020)
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RSPB Fore Wood
(showing different parts of the wood)

J o,
- £ ARG 7| 5y s h !

";z‘?: Coords: (573596,m1TQ73890934

© Ordnance Survey © Crown Copyright (2005). All rights reserved. Wildlife
Matters Licence Number 100002077. (Retrieved 08 Feb 2020)

(retrieved 27 March 2020). The red squares are Listed Buildings. The blue
square is the church. The different colours of Fore Wood represent different
habitat types.
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Ancient Woodlands

The following plan highlights the presence of ghylls®? in Crowhurst. These are steep
gulleys in the topography that are generally very humid. The ecological significance
is that they support bryophytes (mosses and liverworts) of which Crowhurst has a
number of species. The following woods in Crowhurst are all Ancient Woodlands.
Table WMO03 Ancient Woodlands in the parish

Name of Ancient wood Size (ha)
O0Round Woodd N of Rai 1.71
Brakes Coppice Wood (East) 4.59
Brakes Coppice Wood (West) 11.86
Brokes Gill 2.26
Chapel Wood 2.71
Crowhurst Park Wood (East) 0.47
Crowhurst Park Wood (West) 2.48
Decoy Pond Wood 1.91
Disused railway line wood 1.47
Fordland Wood 4.25
Fore Wood (N of Railway Line) 15.66
Fore Wood (S of Railway Line) 59.11 (RSPB Reserve is 20.9ha)
Little Bog Wood 0.63
Monkham Wood 3.87
Quarry Wood 1.8ha 4.5ac®
Rackwell Wood 4.96
Whitefield Wood 9.42

TOTAL haéeéeeéeceéeecéeecéeée. eéel29.16ha

Al ternati vely s Addegrocky<leftpr ravine, wsuallygvboged bnd
forming the course of a stex.&horter Oxford Englsio k
Dictionary. i which neatly sums up ecology and topography of Fore Wood.

33 According to Paul Johnson, Volunteer Warden pgcrow@yahoo.com
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Woods as a percentage of the parish as a whole: about 15%

Crowhurst Ghyll & Ancient woodland

T

Ll Crowhurst_parish (1)
Sussex urban areas Final merged
Ghyll wodland
Il ~ncient Woodiand

—— Main Rivers / - | database right (2029) Contains NRS data ©
- Crown copyright and database right [2020)
—— Detailed River Network ' T | Ovdmance Survey Licence number 3100824655

© NERC, © CEH, ©Sussex Wildlife Trust © High Weald AONL, © Ordnance
Survey © Crown Copyright (2005). All rights reserved. Wildlife Matters Licence
Number 100002077.
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© John Feltwell Taken in June 1993, looking NW, showing Fore Wood to the
north of the photograph, the curve of the railway line, and the three rows of
woodlands runnlng east west acrless the parlsh

‘.Ihu
Crowhui

.........

© maglc gov uk © Ordnance Survey, W|Id||fe Matters Llcence Number
100002077
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© John Feltwell June 1993 showing the woods and coppices of the parish,
looking NW. Note the curve of the railway line, and how there are three
swathes of woodland across the parish 1 good for connectivity: N -S: Rackwell
Wood, Whitefield Wood and Chapel Wood. Note that this image was taken
long before The Link Road was built, thus original fields and hedgerows are
shown in the bottom third of the photopgraph.
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P

© John Feltwell Another view of much of the parish from the east of
Queensway, also showing the extent of flooding in the Marline Valley to the
south. The continuity of woodlands is good.

© John Feltwell, the village from Crowhurst Road, April 2020
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Continuity of woodland habitat
Continuity is good in the parish, in a N-S and E-W direction, but there are still plenty
of gaps to fill.

A fox could walk under cover from the NW to SE of the parish within woodland, i.e.
from Fore Wood to Queensway (thanks to the railway) as per the following:

Fore Wood is connected via the green corridor that is the railway line
eastwards through Brokeds Wood east of
rail way | ine east and then south into R
rail wayo l i ne t o t he sout h end of Swali
Whitefield Wood, across the current railway line and across to Queensway.

There is good connectivity with the dismantled railway line which goes northwards up
to Crowhurst Park in the NE.

Generally speaking the parish is blessed with a good range of woods T nearly all
Ancient Woodlands. However, the SW around the promitory of Hillcroft Farm there
are few woodlands.

This following plan which shows, in green, the possible areas of woodland that could
be planted so as to close gaps in existing hedgerows and woodlands. It does not
show the only areas, there will be pIenty of others

© maglc gov uk © Ordnance Survey © W|Id||fe Matters
(this also appeared in the Neighbourhood Plan of 2019)
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Trees Outside Woodland (TOW)
Single tree database released 7 April 2025 3* Eye in the Sky

The Government, not content in mapping all the important woodlands in the county,
have now mapped all the trees that were never within those woodlands when mapped
(they may have been in woodlands years ago, before woodlands were systematically
felled about 30 years ago). Readers will be pleasantly surprised to learn that all the
trees in the parish over 3m high have now been mapped, to an accuracy of 0.5m by
satellites.

This public map is known asTOWn Y| WRqllt 6 Y5+ WedaWh NI JIJt WE e qf
overlapping trees from existing woodlands and hedgerows. There has always been a

gap in the countryside between known woodlands (e.g Fore Wood, Rackwell) since

these have already been mapped by e.g. magic.gov.uk. This release from Forest
Research on 7 April 2025 has come about because various bodies have pooled their

forensic photographic information to create breathtaking information about trees,

bushes, hedgerows current to 2023.

The bodies concerned are Lidar, TomTom, MaxaNASA, Esri and USGShis has put

your Tree Warden mostly out of a job, for all the single trees have now been plotted and
measured, for instance the single tree shown on the cover of CN Issue 397. Open the

map and right click on the tree as shown on the cover, and it comes up with all the data

below. What it does not know is the species of tree, in this case an oak. So your Tree

i ¢l TWUOWRYt WOYqUWU+¢eHqO! WYeaqWYnWe WT Y Msodh ad) T WR q LW
this Cover tree. That is another story.

CROWHURST NEWS

£+l Al A A 300 {
April 2025 Issue 397 £1.20 LY P § SRR FA i -

——— - M —

il

34 Forest Research 2025 https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools -and-
resources/fthr/trees-outside-woodland-map/

sh[ ¢RI WNI JIIF RWe!l WWs §cqWrAY2Uql ! WnYat WIRE IJWa Y
in the landscape. There are a number in Crowhurst, such as the one above. They often

arise after a hedgerow has been grubbed out in the past, leaving the tree, or more
frequently a line of isolated trees.
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CROWHURST NEWS

April 2025 Issue 397 £1.20

The same tree on the cover of Crowhurst News is sholmost in the;entre of the
TOW screenshot above, and the Footpath is also shown either side of it.

The 06t wo _cent r ebthe Church &d el (1)s t

N6 Rt WRY We Wt #1 3WIULt 6 YqWwt 6 Ys ROUNWa6 WWas YWhHII
The dark blue areas are existing woodlands that have already been mapped. The
green are hedgerows and the turquoise are groups of trees. This is an Open
Government public map and you can zoom in and out. It covers the whole of
England. One of the purposes of this public map is to assist in connectivity of
habitats and recovery of nature. Now we know where the gaps are in the parish,

and we can plan a Management Strategy to close those gaps with native tree and
shrub plantings.
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ye House | Ay
B.M.162.0 ' g-av’/ ] N

Woaoond b7 "
The Public House -the Inn! Tithe Map c. 1860

fqWs Yedal WeGGUel Waécecqlx! T O xt Wi YYT WRt WUOY Wa
resident badgers have not fared too well either with loss of connected habitat)
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Medieval Field Systems i ancient meadows

According to the AONL unit there are approximately a dozen Medieval Field Systems
in the AONL part of the parish as shown in the following plan. These are mostly in
the north east of the parish in the Crowhurst Park area, north east of the station,
north of Hill House and in Green Street to the east of the disused railway line. There
will be other such fields in the non- AONL area to the south.

The plan is | abelled O6Field & Heatho
known heathland habitats in the parish (which is a pity as heathlands have excellent
biodiversity).

No surveys of the ancient fields and meadows of the parish has ever been carried
out, but AONL must be aware of the species status of the medieval field boundaries
to have so marked them up.

The following plan from the AONL wunit
(only the AONL area).

High Weald AONB
Character Components
}“\ Field & Heath

o\ Crowhurst Parish

Key

[ igh weald AONB Boundary

[ rarish Boundaries
[ Heathland
K

ed and produced by the High
ONB Unit

e [ ¢ g [l 2.7km|
f < i [ £y Bipsi wiing sPAX 75

© High Weald AONL,“© Ordnance ‘Survey © Crown Copyright (2005). All rights
reserved. Wildlife Matters Licence Number 100002077. (retrieved 08 Feb 2020)

Ancient meadows support high rates of biodiversity.®®¢ Many ancient meadows are
likely to be present in parish, and only two have so far been identified.

bult f

s hlows

%The author of this audit hveasdows rAiHistoreamd J o h n

Nat ur al .Akdm Sutton. 206 @p.
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Table WM04 Meadows
Meadow Location
Muri el 6s Meadow (this is a private nature reserve)
National Trust Meadow Off Old Fore Wood Lane, at Easting
576071 Northing 113627.3’

in 1089 there were 15 acres of meadows according to the Domesday Bok.

Public domain. Available

from: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Crowhurst _Sussex_ by Henry Harris

Lines 1820.jpg"** Thi s shows St Georgedés Church and t
haystacks. The location could be from Cinderbrook looking northwest. When was

the last haystack seen in the parish?

Two donkeys (Bojangles and Ernie) used to me
Meadow in 2020 -21; these have now been replaced by two sheep called
Daphne and Doris.

MEADOWS

A TSTORY AND NATvRAL, fISPony

A0 70 Meadows i @ _hi st ory and hyahe autharl hi story

3 Thanks to Pam Woolley, Crowhurst.
38 Domesday Book https://opendomesday.org/place/TQ7512/crowhurst/
9

3

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Crowhurst Sussex by Henry Harris Lines
1820.jpq) (retrieved 31 March 2020).
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Medieval Field Systems i ancient meadows i continued
Here are two photographs from around 190

© Frances and Stephen Royston, Crowhurst, likely to be at Nashes Fafm,
Crowhurst

© Frances and Stephen Royston, Crowhurst. Aun  -named group of
parishioners beside a haystack, probably in the village, and likely to have
come from Nashes Farm.
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An Ancient Meadow adjacent to Watermill Stream

An ancient meadow in the SW of the parish

through the middle of it). It shows the characteristic peppering of raised ant
nests throughout which is an indicator of diversity and longevity of habitat. As
far as is known this meadow has never been surveyed for flora and fauna. It is
at TN39 5JB and Map Ref TQ74251154; it is trapezoid in shape and relatively
small at 13,089 sgm. Priority is to alert the farmer, and suggest that it is never
ploughed as it will loose its biodiversity value overnight.

The red line shows the potential ancient meadow; the purple line shows the
footpath that goes through it. North is to the top. S = Stile. B = Bridge.
Location as indicated in text above. From Definitive Map. ©ESCC

On a final note it is worth recording that the Christian Healing Centre in
Crowhurst has a patch of ant hills which they are now conserving.
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